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Editorial 


HE function of the A.A.L. is once again in dispute, one of our con- 
temporaries having seen fit to follow in the wake of Dr. Savage and 
condemn us as functus officio on the fatuous evidence that our “ pro- 

grammes are on exactly the same subjects and as general as those of the 
L.A. itself.” The statement is a pathetically shallow one, and provides 
further evidence of the futility of trying to teach librarians the theory of 
classification. If it be true that the programmes of the L.A. and the A.A.L. 
are similar in scope, then we must look elsewhere for their essential differ- 
ences. Is it really necessary to say once again that these lie in the respective 
approaches of the two bodies to the subjects of their meetings, and in the 
members who attend those meetings? Already there is a demand within 
the A.A.L. for more meetings for “ juniors ” only, on the grounds that the 
presence of even such personages as deputies and senior assistants has an 
inhibiting effect upon youthful would-be speakers. The willingness to accept 
an even further reduction in the facilities for public speaking of those who 
most need such experience shows a complete lack of sympathy with the pro- 
blems of the younger members of a profession which is not outstanding for 
its articulateness. 

Dr. Savage is at one with Mr. Dewey when he points out that “as a 
section by status the Assistants cut across all Branches and all Sections.” 
The characteristic of the Branches is region, and of the Sections the type of 
librarianship practised. If we must be pedantic let us call the A.A.L. a 
Stratum, but let us at least realise that the only “confusion” is one of 
terminology and muddled thinking. If other professional circles do not 
sufficiently appreciate the solid achievements of the A.A.L., then the Annual 
Report which follows may do something to open their eyes. 

Although one of our own members was so magnanimous as to assert 
in the last issue of this journal that “ the L.A. itself is now sufficiently alive,” 
we venture to suggest that the statement quoted at the top of this page, 
together with a comparison of L.A. and A.A.L. meetings, might well prompt 
the thought that the parent body, having spawned its Branches and Sections 
—and the A.A.L.—has now ceased to perform any useful function and 
might well be wound up. It is an argument which should appeal to Dr. 
Savage, who would have us all liquidated. 
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THE INAUGURAL MEETING. 


The architect of our inaugural meeting must hold a delicate balance 
between a symbolic ceremony and a celebrity lecture. On January 11th the 
induction of Mr. E. A. Clough as our President for 1951 combined with an 
address by Mr. Kingsley Martin, editor of The New Statesman and Nation, 
to make an event of rare satisfaction for all those present. 

Mr. Kingsley Martin, who spoke of his personal association with Ber- 
nard Shaw, cannot be likened to Sir Max Beerbohm, in spite of their common 
richness of character ; and the similarities between the subject of his talk 
and George Moore are too subtle for analysis or too superficial for com- 
ment. And yet Mr. Martin on Shaw recalled inevitably Sir Max’s broadcast 
talk on Moore, with its depth of understanding and its perky quotations in 
character. 

Truly a memorable beginning to Mr. Clough’s year in the Presidential 
chair, and we know that he will permit no anti-climax among the events 
which are to come. 


Council Notes 


ESPITE the then prevalent epidemic of influenza, there were few 

absentees from the first meeting of the Council in 1951, held at Chaucer 

House on 11th January. Council seemed to get quickly into its stride, 
and new members and officers having been introduced, and former Officers 
of the Council re-appointed, moved quickly through the routine of corres- 
pondence to the appointment of committees. The Council then adjourned 
for committees to meet, and re-assembled after lunch to receive (and amend) 
their reports and recommendations. Chairmen of Committees for the year 
are Mr. Parsonage (Press and Publications), Mr. Ferry (Education), and Mr. 
Tighe (Finance and General Purposes). 

Council referred two important items for future consideration. One 
was the scope and treatment of Students’ Problems in The Library Assistant. 
The other, the very important question of Divisional representation. Divi- 
sions are represented on the Council by one, two, or three representatives: 
depending upon their exceeding a membership of 250 or 500. As the mem- 
bership of the Association has now reached a record figure, some Divisions 
are entitled to increased representation. This has obvious advantages—and 
disadvantages—and Council showed an open mind by deciding to ask for 
Divisional views by the time of their next meeting. The fact that a motion 
will appear on the agenda for the Annual General Meeting in the name of 
the Council is a means of ensuring that the question can be discussed, and a 
decision arrived at. Divisional Secretaries will, by the time this appears in 
print, have informed the Honorary Secretary of their views, and Council 
will discuss the issue again in March. 

Finance can never be far away from most topics the Council discusses, 
and there were reminders of how £ s. d. (or the lack of it) affects our publi- 
cations programme, and divisional activities. The Annual Report for 1950 
was presented, discussed at length and finally approved. It appears as part 
of this Assistant. W.T. 
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ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS 
(Section of the Library Association). 





55th ANNUAL REPORT 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING 3list DECEMBER, 1950. 


1950 has been a year of successful achievement. It has been a year 
during which the Association has seen its efforts over the past few years well 
rewarded. The celebration of the centenary of the Public Libraries Act has 
resulted in the public being made aware of the service given by their public 
libraries, and this will inevitably bring about a clearer understanding of the 
potentialities of the public library service. 

Eighteen months ago a committee of the Council met to consider 
arrangements for this centenary, and they recommended that a film be 
produced, that small travelling exhibitions be prepared, that posters and 
leaflets be printed, and that the press be kept fully informed by the holding 
of regular press conferences. Most of these projects were undertaken by the 
Library Association with the active co-operation of this Association. 

The film, Index to Progress, was, however, produced by this Association 
after the Library Association had decided that such a project was too expen- 
sive when produced through the normal trade channels. The film has been 
a remarkable success. Many thousands of people throughout Great Britain 
have seen it. Copies have been sold to many Commonwealth and foreign 
countries. The Central Film Library of the Central Office of Information 
has taken over the distribution of the film, and after they have printed 
sufficient copies the film will be available for loan without charge. The 
Foreign Office has also taken an interest in Index to Progress and has 
arranged for the sound track to be recorded so that the film can be distri- 
buted throughout South America. This film will influence library develop- 
ment throughout the world, and the Council is grateful to Mr. W. F. Broome 
and his colleagues. 

1950 has also brought about another record increase in membership. 
The following table shows the growth of the Association : — 


1945 us 3,277 1948 Eee 4,583 
1946 es 3,642 1949 ne 5,832 
1947 od 3,899 1950 sed 6,679 


The doubling of membership since the war is the most effective retort 
to those who doubt the value of this Association. Such doubts are preju- 
diced and short-sighted, for in 1950 as in many previous years, we have made 
a remarkable contribution to all branches of the profession. This report is a 
brief record of one year’s contribution. 

The year’s programme opened with a lecture by Sir Stanley Unwin at 
Chaucer House on 8th March. Sir Stanley spoke on “ Libraries, Books and 
Governments" to a large and appreciative audience. 


35 











THE LIBRARY ASSISTANT 


The Association’s week-end conference—the first of its kind to be held 
—took place in London from 31st March to 2nd April. Under the leader- 
ship of Messrs. E. V. Corbett, F.L.A., J. C. Harrison, D.F.C., D.P.A., F.L.A., 
and W. Tynemouth, F.L.A., the conference considered the need for surveys 
relating to librarianship, library publicity, and public library routines and 
processes. A brief report of the conference was published in the May issue 
of The Library Assistant. 

On 2nd April the Annual General Meeting was held at Greenwich. 
Over two hundred members travelled down the river from Westminster to 
Greenwich, where the business meeting was held at Charlton House. Subse- 
quently members visited the National Maritime Museum and the Painted 
Hall. Mr. David Leggatt, the Borough Librarian of Greenwich, arranged 
a very enjoyable programme and the Council is indebted to him. 

During the year the Association heard with great regret of the death of 
two former officers: Mr. James Revie and Mr. E. Wisker. 


DrvIisIons. 


The strength of our Association lies in the Divisions. Throughout the 
year these Divisions arrange meetings, organize week-end schools and con- 
ferences, encourage the founding of part-time schools of librarianship and 
publish handbooks and news-letters of interest to students. It is to be 
regretted that this very important work is restricted by inadequate funds. 
In 1950 the record sum of £450 was distributed between fifteen Divisions. 
It is an inadequate amount by any standards, but it is ridiculously inadequate 
when compared with the £1,042 paid in 1950 by the Library Association to 
their branches. 

It is only possible to give an outline of Divisional activities in this 
report. A fuller report will be found in various issues of The Library 
Assistant under the heading “ Active Divisions.” Special mention should, 
however, be made of the East Midlands Division’s Student's Guide to 
Libraries in the East Midlands and the Greater London Division’s Union 
List of Bibliographies. The Greater London Division were also responsible 
for a successful trip to Paris during Whit week and for the social arrange- 
ments in connection with the Association’s first week-end conference. The 
South Eastern Division started part-time classes for Registration students 
at the Brighton Technical College. Yorkshire, Manchester and the North 
Eastern Divisions held successful week-end conferences at Ripon, Lyme Hall 
and Durham. 

During the year about seventy Divisional meetings were held and 
covered a wide variety of topics, including classification, publishing, 
archives, work in special libraries, poetry, printing and, of course, the cen- 
tenary of public libraries. The speakers included professors, public rela- 
tions officers, archivists, directors of industrial undertakings, editors, 
librarians and, very occasionally, library assistants. 


CouNCIL. 


Fives times a year the Council of the Association meets in Chaucer 
House, and for these meetings officers and members of the Council travel 
from all parts of England and Wales to ensure that the individual assistant 
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has an Association which is in touch with his needs, ready to listen to his 
criticism and anxious to bring about an improvement in the library service, 
whether that service be given by a public library, a government library, a 
special library or a university library. 

During 1950 there was very little evidence submitted to the Council 
that the individual member was either critical or particularly interested in 
the government of his Association. Members are asked to submit their 
views, their suggestions and their criticisms on matters of professionai 
interest to their Divisional committees or to the editor of The Library 
Assistant. 

Attendances at Council and committee were as follows (the figures in 
brackets indicate the total number of possible attendances):—Ardern. L. L. 
9 (10), Baker, Miss M. 8 (10), Boulter, T. C. 5 (10), Brett, S. J. 8 (10), 
Bristow, J. S. 13 (13), Broome, W. F. 10 (10), Bryon, J. F. W. 10 (10), 
Carver, A. LI. 8 (10), Chesshyre, H. A. 10 (10), Clough, E. A. 13 (13), 
Corbett, E. V. 6 (10), Davies, R. W. 8 (10), Drewery, R. F. 5 (10), Edwards, 
Miss G. E. C. 8 (10), Ferry, E. F. 10 (10), Genn, N. T. 10 (10), Howes, 
J. R. 12 (12), McPeake, J. G. 10 (10), Martin, S. W. 10 (10), Martin, Mrs. 
S. W. 10 (10), Paget, S. 6 (6), Parsonage, A. J. 10 (10), Phillips, W. H. 10 
(12), Richards, H. J. 10 (10), Rowsell, R. 10 (10), Rye, G. P. 8 (10), Sharr, 
F. A. 6 (12), Shaw, L. J. 10 (12), Shepherd, M. 9 (10), Stockham, K. A. 
10 (10), Taylor, C. W. 10 (12), Tighe, F. C. 13 (13), Tomlinson, O. S. 10 
(10), Whatley, H. A. 8 (10), Williams, Miss E. 6 (6), Willson, Miss E. J. 
12 (12), Woolley, Miss D. 6 (10). 


FINANCE. 

The finances of the Association have been a source of considerable 
anxiety to the Council throughout the year. The year closed with a balance 
of £136, but this small balance has only been achieved by the prompt collec- 
tion of accounts from advertisers in The Library Assistant and by the 
delayed presentation of the account for the printing of the December issue 
of this journal. The Association has just managed to carry on through a 
very busy year by exercising the most stringent economies. 

Grants to Divisions were increased on both a capitation and member- 
ship basis, and £72 of the increase of £140 in the grant from the Library 
Association was passed on to Divisions. Only one Division applied for an 
additional grant, and Divisional Committees are to be congratulated on the 
careful handling of their limited funds. A loan of £100 was made to the 
Greater London Division to finance the publication of their Union List of 
Bibliographies. 

Ten issues of The Library Assistant have been published this year, and 
it will be noticed that this has been achieved at approximately the same cost 
as six issues in the previous year. There has, of course, been a marked 
increase in the cost of distribution due to both the increased number of issues 
and an increased membership. 

The Correspondence Courses Account shows a further drop in the 
balance to be carried forward as a result of the outlay on standard courses. 

At the beginning of the year Council decided that a separate account 
for publications should be maintained, and accordingly some of the profits 
from the sales of publications during the past three years were transferred 
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from the General Account to a Publications Account. 
BENEVOLENT FUND. 


A grant was made during the year to the family of one of our deceased 
members. 

Members and Divisional Committees are again reminded of the exist- 
ence of the fund. Applications should be made to the Honorary Treasurer. 


EDUCATION. 


The arrangements for extending the number of standard minimum 
courses have been continued during the year, and such courses are now 
being used for the Entrance, Registration A (i & iii), (ii & iii), B (iv), (v), 
Final, Parts 1, 2 (a), 3 (a){iv), (f) and 4 (b) sections. Not only is this form 
of course generally more satisfactory and economical, but the advantages 
have already been proved when, by some unfortunate circumstances, 
students have had to be transferred from one tutor to another during the 
course session. 

The Council, realising the need for revision courses, has been able dur- 
= the year to reintroduce a limited number for the Registration sections 
only. 

Altogether 1,004 long courses and 125 revision courses were arranged 
in 1950, and it is interesting to note that courses were supplied to students 
in Canada, Newfoundland, United States of America, Egypt, British East 
Africa, British West Africa, Ceylon, India, Pakistan, Burma, Israel, Jordan, 
New Zealand, China, Mauritius, Jamaica and Malta. However, the Council 
continue to be concerned that so high a percentage of students enrolling fail 
to complete their courses and so waste the time of both tutors and Honorary 
Education Secretaries. 

The Council desires to record its deep appreciation of the work of the 
or and section editors who, by their efforts, do so much for the pro- 
ession. 

It is a pleasure to welcome the following members to the panel of 
tutors and editors: —Messrs. F. C. Hirst, F.L.A., R. J. Hoy, B.Sc.(Econ.), 
F.R.Econ.S., F.L.A.. W. A. Munford, M.B.E. B.Sc.(Econ.), F.L.A. 
(Editor), W. C. Pugsley, F.L.A., R. Staveley, B.A.,F.L.A., (Editor), W. 
Tynemouth, F.L.A., D. A Wickham, F.L.A. 

Resignations have been received with regret from:—Miss B. Heywood. 
F.L.A., Miss F. Scattergood, F.L.A., and Messrs. W. Asworth, B.Sc., F.L.A.. 
C. H. Bird, A.L.A., K. W. Humphreys, M.A., E. Osborne, F.L.A., (Editor) 
and J. V. Summerfield, F.L.A. 

Sincere thanks are tendered to these ladies and gentlemen for all the 
work they have done for the correspondence courses. The Council would 
like to make special mention of Mr. C. H. Bird’s services. Mr. Bird has 
been a good and ever-willing tutor for more than twenty years. The Asso- 
ciation has also suffered a great loss by the untimely death of Mr. E. Wisker, 
B.A., F.L.A., who was for many years a member of the panel of tutors. 

Apart from the correspondence courses, the Education Committee has 
considered various matters pertaining to professional education, and has 
taken suitable action where it was considered necessary in the interests of 
the Association’s members. 
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LIBRARY. 


The Council are pleased to report the success of the first complete year’s 
work of the combined Library Association and A.A.L. Library. This has 
been due entirely to the unfailing and sympathetic efforts of Mr. D. C. 
Henrik Jones, F.L.A., Librarian and Information Officer of the Library 
Association, and his staff. The Council continues to take an active interest 
in the library and contributes towards its upkeep. 2,662 issues from the 
A.A.L, library, net including renewals, were made to members during 1950. 


MEMBERSHIP. 


The membership register has been accurately maintained throughout the 
year, and Divisions have been given every assistance in the maintenance of 
their membership records. This is a praiseworthy achievement as the effi- 
cient administration of the Association depends to a considerable extent 
on the accuracy of these records. 

The total membership of the Association stands at 6,679, of whom 
5,660 had opted for membership of the Association. 


Divisional membership was made up as follows :— 


Bristol and District ~ io Manchester and District .. 590 
Devon and Cornwall oo ae North Eastern Re 3 ae 
East Midlands x .. 493 North Wales ae an ae 
Eastern aie ne > ae South Eastern a os ae 
Greater London a ~o Bees South Wales a oe 2h 
Kent se at 3s. oe Wessex re ee .. 169 
Liverpool and District .. 394 Midland eis Gs ss Soo 

Yorkshire ois 2 ae) > 


There are members not attached to Divisions in:— 


Scotland (282), Northern Ireland (15), Eire (10), Africa (16), Australia 
(1), Canada (1), India (1), Italy (1), Jamaica (2), Malta (1), New Zealand 
(1), Poland (1), Spain (1), U.S.A. (1). 


The distribution of The Library Assistant is linked up with membership, 
and during the year this distribution has been efficiently carried out and very 
few complaints about non-receipt have been made. This efficiency is due 
to effective co-operation between the Honorary Membership Secretary and 
divisional and library representatives. Nearly 7,000 copies of The Library 
Assistant were being distributed each month by the end of the year. This 
figure includes subscribers in the following countries : — 


England and Wales (127), Scotland (16), Northern Ireland (3), Eire (3), 
Africa (10), Australia (6), Belgium (2), Brazil (1), Burma (1), Canada (9), 
Ceylon (1), Czecho-Slovakia (1), Holland (2), Hungary (1), India (7), Israel 
(1), Italy (1), Jugoslavia (2), Malaya (1), New Zealand (4), Newfoundland 
(1), Sweden (4), Tasmania (1), Thailand (1), U.S.S.R. (3), U.S.A. (37), 
U.N.ES.C.O. (1). 

Two checks of membership have been carried out during the year. A 
great deal of hard work and expense could be saved if members would opt 
for membership of this Association when they pay their subscriptions to the 
Library Association. 
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The Council is proud of the efficiency displayed in the keeping of 
membership records and the steady recruitment of new members. It wishes 
to record its thanks to Mr. Walter F. Broome, F.L.A., Miss K. Lloyd Gwilt 
and Miss A. Redmond (all of Lambeth Public Libraries), and also to the 
Secretary, Membership Officer and staff of the Library Association for their 
unsparing efforts during the past year. 

Honorary FELLOWS. 


The following members of the profession are Honorary Fellows of this 
Assocjation: —W. J. Bennett, A. Ll. Carver, H. M. Cashmore, S. J. Clarke, 
Eugene Morel, S. W. Martin, G. E. Roebuck, W. C. Berwick 1 H. A. 
Sharp, H. Tapley Soper, Hugh Smith, Archibald Sparke, W. B. Thorne 
and H. C. Twaits. 


SERVICE AND CONDITIONS. 


It has been a disappointing year for the Association in this field as it 
had been hoped that the National Joint Council award for library staffs 
would have been announced during the year. Council has given every sup- 
port to the recent N.A.L.G.O. wage claim and asks individual members to 
do all they can to ensure that wages bear some relationship to the cost of 
living and the services rendered to the community. 

A questionnaire on welfare and conditions of service has been sent out 
to all public libraries during the year, and the results are being co-ordinated 
by Mr. Frank Ti 

The enquiry into the service conditions of assistants employed in non- 
public libraries is still in progress. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


The expanding educational work of the Association now involves so 
much part-time activity that the Hon. Joint Education Officers were com- 
pelled to relinquish the additional burden of handling the Association’s 
publications. Members owe a deep debt of gratitude to Mr. and Mrs. S. W. 
Martin for their long service to students in this field, and the Council ack- 
nowledge with gratitude the part that they have played in the efficient dis- 
tribution of A.A.L. books and pamphlets during twenty-one years. 

Mr. G. P. Rye, Hon. Assistant Editor, was appointed Hon. Publications 
Officer, and now is responsible for all sales of A.A.L. Publications, and is 
ably assisted by Miss J. R. Prowse, A.L.A. He took office in time to meet 
the flood of orders for the latest of these—the A.A.L. Guide, Part 1: 
Entrance and Registration examinations—edited by Dr. A. J. Walford, 
which has proved both popular and useful. Dr. Walford is now at work 
upon the second part, covering the Final Examination. 

A new series of “A.A.L. Reprints” was inaugurated, to meet the 
requests of students and tutors. They reproduce in convenient and inex- 
pensive form articles to which reference is made in textbooks and elsewhere, 
and suggestions for additions to the series will always be considered. The 
first four—Principles of book classification, by E. Wyndham Hulme ; The 
arrangement of bibliographies, by the late Dr. A. W. Pollard ; Some points 
in bibliographical description, by the late Dr. Pollard and Dr. W. W. Greg, 
and Cutting cataloguing costs 50 per cent., by J. Cranshaw—are all selling 
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steadily. An extensive number of additions to the Primer series, commis- 
sioned over a year ago, are nearing completion. 

The Library Assistants typography was altered in 1950, with a change 
in printer, and ten issues were published for the first time since before the 
war. Two special numbers, celebrating the centenary of the Public Libraries 
Act, 1850, appeared in June and August, with contributions from eminent 
librarians overseas, and leaders of public thought in this country, respec- 
tively. In ‘“ Outcrop,” a regular survey of material of interest to library 
students, culled from sources other than professional journals, Mr. R. L. 
Collison has provided a new and attractive feature that was popular from 
its inception. Among distinguished contributors during 1950 may be noted 
the names of Sir Stanley Unwin, the publisher, and Mr. E. Maxwell Fry, 
the architect. 

At the end of the year Mr. A. C. Jones was elected to succeed Mr. J. 
F. W. Bryon, who resigned after three years as Honorary Editor of the 
Association, during which time he showed originality and attention to detail : 
qualities invaluable in an editor and yet seldom found together. 


THe FuTuRE. 


The world to-day offers little encouragement for the future, but as 
library assistants we can face the future more philosophically than most, 
for whatever it holds for us as individuals, we can be certain that the ideals 
of tolerance, understanding and reason on which the library service is based 
will help world society through its present distress. 

CENTRAL LIBRARY, F. C. TiGue, President. 
BRISTOL. Eric A. CLouGH, Honorary Secretary. 


NOTICE OF MOTION. 


The following motion will be moved in the name of the Council at the 

1951 Annual General Meeting to be held on 8th April, 1951:— 
“That Rule 6 (c) of the General Rules be amended to read 

‘ Divisional Representatives.—Each Division shall elect annually one 

representative to serve on the Council where the membership of the 

Division, on 31st December previously, does not exceed 500, two repre- 

sentatives where the membership exceeds 500 but not does not exceed 

1,000, and three where the membership exceeds 1,000.’’ 

The rule at present provides for one representative where the member- 
ship does not exceed 250, two where the membership exceeds 250 but does 
not exceed 500, and three where the membership exceeds 500. 


A.A.L. Correspondence Courses. 
EXAMINATION RESULTS—JUNE, 1950. 


Attention is drawn to the following correction to the “merit” figures 
given in the December issue: — 
Registration, D({viia) Passed: 6 (2 M). 

Summary. Entrance. Registration. Final. Total. 
Passed 71(2 M) 30 (2 M) 9 (1 M) 110 (6 M). 
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THE LIBRARY ASSISTANT 
A.A.L. Conference. April 6th-8th 


A general announcement of the Conference, 
together with an application form, was 
published with the January issue. The 
following is the provisional timetable: — 


Friday, p.m. Arrive at Ashburne Hall, Manchester ; register ; claim accom- 
modation. 
6.30—7.30. Supper. 
7.30. Entertainment by the Manchester and District Division, and 
informal dance. (Bar ; tea and biscuits). 


Saturday. 8—9 a.m. Breakfast. 
9.30—10. Assemble for library visits. Parties will visit the Manchester 
Central Library, Manchester University Library, John 
Rylands Library, Chetham’s Library, I.C.I. Ltd. (Dyestuffs 
Division) Library, and Stockport Central Library (mechan- 
ized accessioning—punched cards). 
Accommodation at the last four libraries is limited, so please 
give alternative choices when registering if you wish to visit 
these libraries. 
1.0 p.m. Lunch. 
2—5.3@. Discussions. First session. 
5.30. High tea. 
7—9.30. Discussions. Second session. 
9.30. Bar; tea and biscuits. 


Sunday. 9—9.30 a.m. Breakfast. 
10.30—1 p.m. Discussions. Third session. 


1.0 p.m. Lunch. 
2.30. Assemble for visit to Sale Library and Town Hall for Annual 
Meeting. 


3.30. Annual Meeting, followed by tea. 





Members attending the Annual Meeting, but 

not the Conference, should make their own 

way to Sale, where the Library—adjoining 

the Town Hall—will be open for inspection 

one hour before the meeting starts. The 

charge for tea will be 3s. 6d., to be collected 
at the door. 





The agenda for the Annual Meeting will be published in The Library 
Assistant for April. 
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THE LIBRARY ASSISTANT 
Students’ Problems 


A. J. WALFORD 
THE DECEMBER EXAMINATIONS 


REGISTRATION: Bibliography. By S. J. BUTCHER 


A good paper which contained a high proportion of original questions. 
Students will observe the judicious blending of practical and historical biblio- 
graphy and the omission of the “ hardy annual ” questions of previous years. 

Q.1 was concerned with the scope and definition of the term “ biblio- 
graphy.” In its original sense bibliography meant the “ mechanical writing 
and transcription of books,” but later the meaning of the term was expanded 
to include composition. During the 18th century a further transition took 
place and the word acquired a wider significance when De Bure defined 
bibliography as “ writing about books.” 

To-day the term is used loosely to connote the collection of rare and 
valuable books, the methods and history of printing, the study and prepara- 
tion of lists of books, and the careful examination and description of indi- 
vidual books. The inclusion of certain activities in the field of publishing 
and bookselling should also be considered. This part of the syllabus is dealt 
with in Schneider’s Theory and history of bibliography. 

Q.2 called for the method of establishing the format of a sixteenth 
century book. There are chapters on this in both Esdaile and McKerrow. 
The second part of the question is important and calls for some original 
thought on the reliability of these methods. 

Q.4 called for a detailed knowledge of the various shades of meaning 
of the terms used to denote editions and subsequent printings. This is dis- 
cussed in Esdaile and McKerrow, and the candidate who had followed a 
systematic course of study would approach this question with confidence. 
The time factor was obviously considered by the examiners, and it seems 
quite reasonable to limit this type of question to six definitions. 

Q.5 was concerned with the practical difficuity of distinguishing between 
the products of the various illustration processes. This is largely a matter 
of experience, and the student can acquire considerable ability in this direc- 
tion by a comparative study of the illustrations included in the Penrose 
Annual. In the case of line engraving and etching particular attention should 
be paid to the ends of the lines. In etching they tend to be square, but in 
line engraving they end in a point where the graver nears the surface. 

Q.7 asked for a description of any new methods and materials which 
have been applied to library binding, together with an estimate of the possi- 
bilities. The increase in prices and the decrease in production have caused 
considerable difficulties in the past five years, and the situation is ripe for new 
developments. The question is probably aimed at the new “ perfect” bind- 
ing described by Mr. Clough in the October, 1949 issue of the Library 
Association Record. The disadvantages of the traditional sewn binding 
were stressed by Thomas Harrison in an article in The Bookseller as long 
ago as 1946, and the improvement of the “ perfect ” technique has been one 
of the important advances of the last decade. 

Q.8 dealt with reflex copying, which is described in Mr. Minto’s article 
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in the June, 1942 number of the Library Association Record. 

Q.9 asked for a discussion of the functions of stereotypes and electro- 
types, the kind of work which one would choose for each process, and the 
preparation of an electrotype. An important point is that the electrotype 
gives a clearer impression than the stereotype. It will last longer, but is 
more expensive. 

Q.10 was a straightforward “ text book ” question requiring an outline 
of the development of English type design in the eighteenth century. The 
point to remember is that only “an outline” can be attempted in the time 
available, and only a few sentences can be devoted to each important printer. 
Mention should be made of Caslon, Baskerville and Martin, and the great 
improvement in English printing during this period. 


REGISTRATION : Literature of Science By S. C. GODDARD. 


The outstanding observation which must be made on this paper (and 
this applies also to the June, 1950 paper, which was not noted in these 
columns) is that it cannot be answered adequately on the basis of one of the 
standard one-volume histories of science alone. Such works, however well 
they may describe discoveries and ideas, do not cover the /iterature to any- 
think like the required extent: some of them even get away with complete 
silence on this vital point. The student must therefore have a good back- 
ground of knowledge outside his textbook, not only of alternative histories, 
but also of the classics of science themselves. Of course, one cannot be 
expected to read and understand all the classics, but it is possible to see and 
handle them at a University Library, or in the Science and Patent Office 
Libraries. 

On the whole the questions were quite fair (exceptions are noted below), 
and should not have caused much bother to any candidate who knew his 
subject, although some questions of wide scope (5, 6, 8) needed approaching 
with caution. Any temptation to show off one’s scientific knowledge had to 
be carefully avoided, and only the most concise statement of a subject and 
reference to the main authors and their published works could be admitted. 
Anyone, for example, who tried to explain quantum mechanics or relativity 
(!) in Q.5 would never have covered the field in time. 

The paper was divided into two parts: Section A contained four ques- 
tions on the earlier periods up to the Renaissance, two of which had to be 
answered ; Section B consisted of six questions mainly on the 19th and 20th 
centuries, of which four were to be chosen. The 17th and 18th centuries 
were not touched except for parts of a question (9) on Harvey and 
Newcomen 

Q.1 was reasonably easy: the main points to be noted were that the 
encyclopaedists and compilers were to be left out, and that the subject was 
restricted to astronomy and physical sciences. 

Q.4 required the works of the Roman encyclopaedists, Vitruvius, Celsus, 
Varro, Pliny, while Lucretius could be quoted to show the Romans had to 
fall back on Greek sources for their philosophy. 

In Section B the questions were clear enough, with the exception of 
Q.9, which might have misled some. It asked for discoveries, and proceeded 
to give nine names of men, five of whom were principally inventors. Prob- 
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ably most candidates who answered this question made their own interpre- 
tation and included inventions. 

_ Q.7 showed the need for a knowledge of current reference and periodical 
literature (the use of the word “discoveries” is again to be queried), while 
Q.10, on wartime research, could only be answered with a knowledge of 
Crowther (Science In War), the Smyth Report and the official report on 
radar. (Incidentally, much work on antimaterials, antibiotics, insecticides, 
and other chemical and biological subjects has appeared in the scientific 
Late has not been summarized in the same way as the more physical 
subj ' 


REGISTRATION : Literature of Social and Political Ideas. 
By P. HAVARD-WILLIAMS 


This, the second set on this subject, was a well-balanced paper, and 
offered, like the first, opportunities to those with historical, philosophical 
- literary interests. The main emphasis was again on the period 1600— 

Q.1, however, involved a knowledge of Plato’s and Aristotle’s theories, 
with the stress on their importance (and possibly their contemporary signifi- 
cance). Both developed their thought in societies where issues were more 
clear-cut, and yet treated the “eternal questions,’ Plato emphasising the 
theoretical approach, Aristotle the practical. 

Q.5 was a survey question on the Middle Ages, the answer to which 
should have included a discussion of relations between Church and State. 
and also the medieval view of natural law. The relationship of Church and 
State was also raised in Q.6, but as seen in the work of two Reformation 
writers ; Hooker, Suarez or Bodin would seem obvious choices. Marx and 
Hegel were the obvious choice for question 8. Marx was also one of four 
authors in Q.2, where Shaw and Wallas (Fabians), or Marx and Owen 
= but very different, Socialists) would have been good pairs to write 
about. 

Q.3 and Q.7 demanded knowledge of texts rather than authors, and in 
the former Milton’s Areopagitica (a defence of the freedom of the press), 
Locke’s Letters on Toleration, Montesquieu’s L’esprit des lois should have 
been well known. Modern Democracies by Bryce (not to be confused with 
Lindsay’s Modern Democratic State) was not so obvious! Those who had 
tackled Mill should have been satisfied with Q.7. 

Q.10 asked for some clear thought in the definition of “ utopia,” and 
could have been adapted to the needs of those well versed in the Renaissance 
(More’s Utopia, Harringfon’s Oceana, Wistanley’s Law of Freedom, or 
Campanella’s City of the Sun), or of those interested in the nineteenth century 
(Butler’s Erewhon, or William Morris’s News from Nowhere). 

The bias of this paper was rather less modern and contemporary than 
that set in June, but continued to require clarity of thought in presenting a 
well-balanced view of the main ideas of writers on this subject. 


Comments on the Finals Papers are unavoidably held over till April. 
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